
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
CHERRY TREE PRIMARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM OVERVIEW RECEPTION 

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Overarching 
Themes 

Who are we? 
Where are we in place and 

time? 
How does the world work? 

How do we express 
ourselves? 

How do we 
organise the world? 

How do we share 
the planet? 

Reception 
Themes  

All About Me 

 
 

Favourite Stories  

 

My Special People 

 
 

Story Books (Pattern) 

 

 
Things I like 

 
  

Animal Stories 

 
 

My Celebration 

 
 

Journey Stories 

 

My Amazing Body 

 
 

Traditional Tale 

 

Our Natural World 

  
 

My Very Own Story 
Book 

 

Wows – 
Stunning 
Start and 
Fabulous 

Finish 

SS - Transition 
FF – parents to read to 
whole class favourite 

story 
 

SS – Network Hands  
FF - Theatre company  

SS – Show and Tell  
FF – Chicks/Ducks 

SS – World Buffet 
FF – Asda  

 

train person to 
come 

SS – Climbing 
frame  

FF - Library 

SS – Caterpillars 
 

FF – Zoo Trip  

Parents  

Coffee Morning 
 

Phonics Workshop 
 

Sending in family 
photos/world maps and 

all about me sheets 

Communication workshop 
and stay and play 

 
Christmas Play 

Maths workshop and stay 
and play 

Hook a book stay and play 
 

Writing and outdoors 
workshop 

End of year 
expectations 

Transition Stay and 
Play to Yr1  



Forest 
Schools 

1. Introduction to Forest 
Schools 

2.Introduction to Forest 
Schools 

1. Autumn Colours, 
Squirrels 

2. Mud, Hibernation 
 

1. Winter, Penguins 
Winter, Birds 

1. Spring, Eggs 
2. Spring, Eggs 

 

 
1. Build a den, 

Summer 
2. Build a den, 

Summer 
 

 
1. Mad about 

Minibeasts 
2. Butterflies, 

Worms 
 
 

Investigation 
Area 

Magnetic and Non 
Magnetic 

 
Colour Investigation Forces, air, gravity 

Window to the 
World 

Beebot 
Road/UK/Travel 

Globe 
 

Mini beast 
investigation 

 

Jigsaw 
PSHE 

Being Me In My World Celebrating Differences  Dreams and Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me 

Jigsaw RE 
What makes people 

special? 
What is Christmas? How do people celebrate? What is Easter? 

What can we learn 
from stories? 

What makes places 
special? 

Songs for 
Assembly + 
teach school 

song 

If you’re happy and you 
know it  

We wish you a merry 
Christmas – with Makaton 

signs 
5 Little Ducks  Celebrate Good times  

When Goldilocks 
went to the house of 

the bears 

We love our 
beautiful planet  

Tier 1 Words 
(See Cherry Tree Tiered Language  - Taught in Nursery, displayed in Reception class ) 
 

 
Tier 2 Words 

Topic and 
Maths 

Senses 
worried, upset, curious 

ecstatic  
Likes/dislikes 

Beginning  
Middle  

End  
Compare  
Objects  

Set  
Subitise 

 
 

Grandparent 
Trust 

Special 
Rhyming 

Gnat (linked to book) 
Repeat  

More than  
Part   

Circle 
 

Favourite  
Idea 

Because  
Adventure  

Setting  
Character  

 
 

Celebrate  
Festival  
Belief  

Journey  
Destination  

Travel  
Time  

Cylinder 
Cuboid  

 

Abilities  
Movements  

Brain   
Traditional tale  

Order 
Imagination  

 
 

Habitats  
Nature  
Earth  
Trip 

Retell  
Sequence 
Lifecycle   

 

Tier 2 Words 
Concept Cat 

Deep, height, length, measure, narrow, shallow, thick weight, wide, width, across, below, close to, end, far, further, left (direction), opposite, position, right 
(direction), (a) bit, amount, enough every, few, fewer, greater, half, least, less, pair, some, too few, too many, float, rough, see-through, sink, smooth, symmetrical, 

direction, forwards, sideways, group, in order/order, repeat, second, sort, early, later, changes, nearly, similar, cube, cone, curved, edge, face (of 3d shape), 
pyramid, spehere, cost, spend, add, altogether,  double, halve, ;eave/left, take away, total, difference between, even, equal, odd,zero  (children will be assessed 

and taught these words) 

 
Tier 3 Words 
Curriculum 
and Maths 

Blurb  
Feelings  
Hobbies  
Settings  

Community  
Network Hands 

Relative 

Audience  
Belong 

Preference  
 

Gathering 
Places of Worship 

Religion  
 

Organ  
Talents  
Unique 

 

Chrysalis 
Number bonds 

Sprouting   



  

 
   


