
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
CHERRY TREE PRIMARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM OVERVIEW NURSERY 

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Overarchin
g Themes 

Who are we? 
Where are we in place and 

time? 
How does the world work? 

How do we express 
ourselves? 

How do we organise 
the world? 

How do we share 
the planet? 

Nursery 
Themes  

Me and My Family 

 

Past and Present  

 

 
Let’s Investigate 

  

 
 

Imaginary World 

 

 Incredible Journeys  

 

Animal Adventures 

  

Nursery 
Books 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Wows – 
Stunning 
Start and 
Fabulous 

Finish 

SS - Transition 
FF - World buffet to finish 

theme 
 

SS –mentos experiment 
FF - Theatre company  

SS – science experiment 
FF – chick/ducks  

SS – Bean planting  
FF – Easter egg hunt 

 

train person to 
come 

SS – Nursery – 
Pirate Day 

FF - Nursery -  Post 
Box 

SS – Caterpillars 
 

FF - Nursery – Farm, 
Park 

Parents  

Home visits/stay and 
plays 

 
Sending in family 

photos/world maps and 
all about me sheets 

Communication workshop 
and stay and play  
 
Christmas Play  

Maths workshop and stay 
and play  

Hook a book stay and play  
 
Writing and outdoors 
workshop  

End of year 
expectations  

Trip to the park to 
celebrate their 
child’s year  

Forest 
Schools 

1. Introduction to Forest 
Schools 

2.Introduction to Forest 
Schools 

1. Autumn Colours, 
Squirrels 

2. Mud, Hibernation 
 

1. Winter, Penguins 
2. Winter, Birds 

1. Spring, Eggs 
2. Spring, Eggs 

 

 
1. Build a den, 

Summer 
2. Build a den, 

Summer 
 

 
1. Mad about 

Minibeasts 
2. Butterflies, 

Worms 
 
 

Investigatio
n Area 

Natural 
Objects/magnetics 

 
 

Autumn Colours 
 

Space/The World 
 

Spring 
 

Beebot pirate/island 
 

Mini beast 
investigation 

 

Jigsaw 
PSHE 

Being Me In My World Celebrating Differences  Dreams and Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me 

Jigsaw RE 
What makes people 
special to me and 

others? 

What is Christmas to me 
and others? 

How do I and other people 
celebrate? 

What is Easter to me and 
others? 

What can I and 
other people learn 

from stories? 

What makes places 
special to me and 

others? 

Songs for 
Assembly 

Head shoulders knees 
and toes with actions 

We wish you a merry 
Christmas – with Makaton 

signs 
5 speckled frogs 5 easter eggs Wheels on the bus 

 
Old McDonald 

Cherry Tree Song 
 

Tier 1 
Words 

See Cherry Tree Tiered Nursery Vocabulary (Taught in 
Autumn Term Nursery and will be displayed around the 

classroom) 
    

Tier 2 
Words 

Topic and 
Maths 

Match, Pattern, Shape, 
Size, Sort 

Elf, Father Christmas, 
Fireworks, Owl, Present, 

Star 

Dinosaur, Duck, Egg, Frog, 
Pentagon, Rectangle, 

Square, Triangle 

Bean, Chick, Easter, Pig, 
Vegetable 

Boat, Hot Air 
Balloon, Kite, Pirate, 

Walk 

Bear, Bird, Butterfly, 
Caterpillar, Chicken, 

Cow, Crocodile, 
Dog, Duck, 

Elephant, Leopard, 
Lion, Monkey, Pig, 

Rabbit, Snake, 
Sheep, Tiger 



Tier 2 
Words 

Concept 
Cat 

  

Heavy, Light, Large, Light (not heavy), Thin, Above, Around, Back, Behind, Between, Bottom, Front, 
Near, Next to, over, Side, Top, Through, All, Both, lots, Most, Whole, Bendy, Hard, New, Old, Shiny, 

Soft, Light (not dark), Noisy, Backwards, Fast, Slow, Quick, Bigger, Biggest, Heavier, Heaviest, Longer, 
Longest, Taller, Tallest, Next, Day, Circle, Corner, Round, Straight (children will be assessed and taught 

these words) 

Tier 3 
Words 

Curriculum 
and Maths 

Grandparent, Parent, 
Senses 

Celebration, Festival, 
Nocturnal, Numeral, 

Subitise 

Autumn, Spring, Summer, 
Winter 

Author, Capacity, 
Fairytale, Height, Length, 

Life Cycle 

Adventure, 
Destination, Fewer 
Than, More Than, 

One Less, One 
More, Passenger, 

Sequencing 

Cocoon, Country, 
Habitats 

 
  
   
 


