
 

 

These are the Key Skills that we are teaching in Year 5. They are the skills we work with across the school year. Please 

continue to help and support your child at home with their learning and choose any of these key skills. Some of these will 

change from week to week and it is important to try and do some different one’s every time.  

Key Mathematical skills  Key Reading skills Key Writing skills 

• Times tables up to 12x12   
• Knowing the multiplication and 

division facts fluently  
• Add and subtracting numbers with 

more than 4 digit   
• Multiplying 3/2-digit numbers by 

1digit numbers  
• Converting different metric units 

eg g ,Kg, cm, M, ml, L, p to £  
• Telling the time to the nearest 

minute. 
• Reading a range of time tables to 

find start and finish times  

 Use phonics to decode new words.  

 Summarise what has been read 

 Predicting what will come next  

 Sharing opinions using the text 

 Retrieving facts  

 Identify the meaning of new words 

 Make comparisons between two 

different pieces of information 

 To arrange facts into chronological 

order 

 To use a spelling aid to identify 

meanings and definitions of new 

words.  

 Capital letters at the start of a 

sentence and for proper nouns 

 Neat, joined handwriting 

 Conjunctions to join ideas 

(and/but/so/because/which) 

 Adjectives to describe  

 Using past or present tense  

 Using 1st person (I) or 3rd person 

(he/she/they) 

 Adverbs (then/next/after) 

 Prepositions (below/in front 

of/under) 

 Use of bullet points, sub headings 

and paragraphs 

Key Stage 2  Weekly Learning 

Year 5 Pine and Fir Theme: China and Shang 

Dynasty 

Science: Materials and Their 

Properties 

Week beginning: 01/06/2020 

Daily Activities 

Wake up & Shake up  Exercise with Joe Wicks (online videos), go for a walk, run or dance and BBC 

super movers. Don’t forget the Daily Mile- how many laps of your garden is a 

mile? 

Reading 10-20 Min Continue to enjoy reading book from home, school or online.  Can you create your 

own book or questions to write about the book you have been reading?  Complete 

the “Take 5” comprehension sheet, using good quality reading comprehension  

techniques. 

Maths 20-30 Min Use a Maths website to practise Year 5 shape recognition, identifying Roman 

Numeral, Properties of Shapes, Symmetry, Reflection as well as continuing to 

work on your addition, subtraction, multiplication and division skills.   

Log on to Mathletics/Prodigy or practice a key skill from the box below 

BREAK Eat a healthy snack, exercise or relax with some mindfulness. Take some time to 

reflect on your morning. 

Times Tables  10-15  Min Log on to Time Tables Rock Stars or a similar Maths website to practise your 

tables.  

Spelling 5 - 10 Min Choose 10 Common Exception Words from the list below to practise this week. 

What are the definitions of each one? Then write 10 creative sentence using 

each spelling in turn. 

Handwriting 5 - 10 Min Use your book to practise your 10 spellings. Make sure it’s neat, joined and on 

the line. 

Writing  15 - 20 Min The writing task this week is to write a descriptive passage. Pretend that you 

are a deep sea diver. What can you see under the sea? What does it look like and 

sound like? How many different colours and shapes can you see? Use similes and 

metaphors to help expand your sentences. 

Value for the Term This term our value is Cooperation. Make your own poster to 

show what this word means and why it is so important to 

cooperate. 

 

http://www.cherrytree.herts.sch.uk/


• Number of seconds in a minute, 

minutes in an hour, hours in a day, 

days in a month, months in a year. 

 Can you read the start of a new 

book and then predict what might 

happen next? Was your prediction 

correct? 

 Identify key words and clues that 

show the emotions that different 

characters might be feeling. 

 Use of diagrams and images to help 

support the writing.  

Weekly Activities 

Geography 

Our new topic this term in China. We are going to be 

looking into the Ancient History of China from the 

Willow Pattern Story, along the Great Wall of China, 

and into the Dynasty standing in line with the 

Terracotta Army. 

 This week- we are going to research the Great Wall 

of China. Did you know this is the only landmark that 

you can see from space! 

Your task this week is to create a travel leaflet for 

tourists to visit the Great Wall of China. Remember 

to include lots of amazing facts about the wall and 

why it is a must see destination. Do you know why the 

Great Wall was originally built? Remember to include 

lots of pictures to encourage others to visit it. 

Your leaflet can be folded whichever way you choose 

and have the layout that you choose. 

Science 

Our Science theme this term is Materials and Their 

Properties. 

Look back at your material hunt from last week- how 

many different categories do you have? Can you sort 

them out again? There are lots of different 

scientific words to describe each one. Complete the 

sheet on the properties and see if you can match the 

definitions with each key term. 

Can you change any of these materials by twisting 

them or squeezing them? Does their shape change or 

the job they are used for change? 

What are the different changing states for all 

matter? Can you research 5 different ones and see if 

any of your materials match these properties. Use 

the attached sheets to help you. 

RE 

This term in RE we are learning about the different 

creation stories of in a variety of Religions. We will 

explore: Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism. 

Within each religion is a different story about how 

the world was created and by who, which is found in 

their Holy Book. What is creation? Why is it 

important? Discuss this with your family. Share your 

views and ideas. 

This week you will explore the religion Hinduism.  

Research the creation story that they would tell 

others and re-write it in your own words. You can do 

this through pictures, Comic Strip, drama or song or 

simply write it down on the page.  

You can draw a picture or decorate your page. I 

would love to hear these traditional stories. 

Art 

To link with the topic of China. The Great Wall is 

dark at night and people struggle to see it. Your task 

this week is to design, create and make a Chinese 

Lantern. Remember it needs to have a hook so that it 

can be hung onto the wall. What colours will you 

choose to use, will it have a pattern on it.  Are you 

going to make it out of paper or fabric? 

Ask an adult to Tweet them @MsBowderyCTS1 

@MissMonCTS1 or send them via email. 

   
 

 

Jigsaw 

Our Jigsaw theme this term is Changing Me.  

Think about the different ways that you have changed. Ask you parents to find a picture of you when you 

were a baby. Then compare it to how you look now. What has changed. Eg more hair, taller, more teeth. When 

you look at the picture of the baby what emotions can you see? What do you think the baby is thinking? Now 

do the same with a picture of you now- how can you tell what you are thinking or feeling just by looking at the 

picture. Everyone goes through different changes as they grow older both physically and mentally. This week 

we are going to explore how these changes affect our own emotions.  

Look into a mirror, create a list of all the positive things that you see and what you would tell someone about 

yourself eg I am good at drawing, I am a good friend, I have a nice smile. Think about how these things make 

you feel and help to develop your confidence and self-esteem. Greet others in your household with a 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

compliment and see how it then makes you and others feel. Share this emotion with you family. Keep a record 

of the feelings that you have when someone says something nice about you and you are nice back. 
Extra Activities for the Half Term 

 
 Reread the Willow Pattern story. T’so Ling sent his soldiers to kill Koong-se and Chang. Make up a new ending, one in which the 

family escapes. How? Where did they go? What happened next? Write a happy ending to the story. 

 Look at books which help to identify common trees. Find pictures of the weeping willow. Why do you think the tree is so 

named? Make a scrap book of trees which you can identify. Draw the tree in summer and winter. Some trees are deciduous. 

Others are evergreen. Which kind of tree is the weeping willow? 

 We will be making money containers this half term but how would you keep your money safe? Design your own piggy bank – be 

creative and label the features. 

 This half term we will be developing different printing techniques. Research work by Brice Marden (String printing) and have a 

go at your own version! Complete the reading challenge on the reverse of this sheet! 

 



 

 

Spelling Key Words List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Label the following shapes Regular or Irregular Polygons 

 



 





Materials Properties
Differentiated Property Words

Easy Medium Hard

smooth flexible non-magnetic

blunt transparent magnetic

strong dull reflective

soft tough absorbent

bendy runny permeable

stretchy waterproof brittle

hard opaque translucent

weak solid conductive

rough rigid slimy

sharp shiny liquid
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Materials Properties and Definition
Put the correct definitions with the property words in this table. 

magnetic

reflective

absorbent

permeable

translucent

flexible

hard

flammable

insulating

transparent

Is attracted to magnets. Easy to bend.

Will bounce light off its surface. Will easily catch fire and burn quickly.

Is able to soak up liquid easily. 
Solid, firm and rigid, not easily broken, 
scratched or pierced.

Will allow liquids and gasses to pass 
through it. 

Will stop energy such as electricity or heat 
from transferring through. 

Will let some light pass through them but 
not enough to see detailed shapes.

Light passes through easily and objects are 
seen clearly. 
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Materials Properties and Definitions
What object is it? What is it used for?

What materials are used? Why choose those materials?
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Materials Properties and Definition  
Answers

Put the correct definitions with the property words in this table. 

magnetic Is attracted to magnets. 

reflective Will bounce light off its surface.

absorbent Is able to soak up liquid easily. 

permeable Will allow liquids and gasses to pass through it. 

translucent
Will let some light pass through them but not enough to see 
detailed shapes.

flexible Easy to bend.

hard Solid, firm and rigid, not easily broken, scratched or pierced.

flammable Will easily catch fire and burn quickly.

insulating Will stop energy such as electricity or heat from transferring through. 

transparent Light passes through easily and objects are seen clearly. 
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Take 5: Ideas for Independent/Home Learning  

The Last Wild by Piers Torday (Quercus)  
1. Explore it 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Look at the map from the beginning of the book. What do you notice about the map? What can you 

see?  Do you think it is somewhere real or imagined? Does it remind you of anything you have seen 

before? What questions does it raise for you?  

 Using your knowledge of other stories, you have read, or films or television programmes you have 

seen, consider what kind of story this might be. What predictions do you have? What do the words and 

visual details in the map suggest about the likely shape and content of the story? Where do you think 

the story might take place? Who do you think the characters might be? Why?  

2. Illustrate it 

Read this story opening. You might want to hear it read aloud as well as reading it for yourself.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What is happening in this extract? Who are the central characters? Can you summarise what you’ve 

read in a couple of sentences? 

 Talk about how this story opening makes you feel and what you like or dislike about it.  
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 Does it remind you of anything you know in stories or real life? How? Think about how it is written. 

What parts of this really stick in your mind? Which words and phrases do you like the best? What do 

you like about them? Do they look or sound interesting? Do they help you make a picture in your mind? 

What do other people think?  

After you have read it a few times, take a pen or pencil and a bit of scrap paper. You can use the back of an 

old envelope or cereal packet; whatever is to hand. Draw what you see in your imagination. Maybe other 

people, your friends or in your family want to draw what they imagine as well. Remember, everyone has 

their own ideas and imagines things their own way. This is a good thing! To get started, ask yourself: Where 

does this story begin?  What happens? How do you know? How does it make me feel? How can I show this in 

a drawing?  

Re-read the opening and write some words and phrases that have helped you make your picture. Share 

what you have drawn with someone else: Why have you chosen to draw it this way? Which words and 

phrases helped you make a picture?  

3. Talk about it 

Re-read the text again and think more deeply about the narrator and the situation they find themselves in. 

 Where are they? What is it like there? How do you know? 

 What does the name of the building ‘Spectrum Hall Academy for Challenging Children’, suggest about 

the narrator? Does this come across in their character from what you have read so far? 

 What do the use of the words ‘warden’ and the phrases ‘locked shut with an electronic keypad’ and 

‘cameras on the ceiling’ suggest about this place?  

 Why do you think the narrator might be in this place? 

 What do you understand by the phrase ‘Quarantine Zone’? What might this suggest about the action 

that might take place in the story? 

4. Imagine it 

Think about the scene that you have read. What do we know about the narrator’s room? What do you think 

twelve and thirteen year olds usually like to do? What feels missing from the room of a regular twelve or 

thirteen year old? How do you think it might feel for the narrator to be held in this place? Have you ever 

been in a place where you have felt bored, trapped and unstimulated? What was it like? What suggestions 

would you give to the narrator to keep their mind occupied while stuck in this place? 

5. Create it  

Think back to the extract you read. Can you imagine what would happen if the boy in the story managed to 

break out of his room? What do you think would happen? Where might he go? What challenges might lie in 

his path? What adventures might he have? Draw and write your story ideas, trying out different ideas. 

Remember to use stories you already know and like for ideas. You could even publish your story in a 

handmade book by folding a piece of paper or on the computer, ready to share it with your teacher or your 

friends and family. 

You can read the whole of chapter one from the book on Piers Torday’s website if you are able: 

https://www.pierstorday.co.uk/book/the-last-wild/ 

https://www.pierstorday.co.uk/book/the-last-wild/


Year 4, 5 and 6 MFL Home Learning Summer 2 Week 2 08.06.20 

Watch the lesson on you tube  

https://youtu.be/tPGTS038bpc 

and then have a go at identifying these text types: 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

Clues: poema, cómic, no ficción, fábula 
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